WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. An image forming apparatus comprising: 
a selector for allowing a user to select whether to 
perform monochrome or multi-color image processing 
operation on image data obtained by scanning an original 
image ; 

an automatic image forming mode setting section for 
defining image forming conditions including such parameters 
as copying density which are automatically set in automatic 
image forming mode; and 

a controller for outputting, depending on whether the 
user has selected the monochrome or multi-color image 
processing operation through the selector, a control signal 
indicating whether or not to prescan the original image for 
distinguishing the type of original when the automatic 
image forming mode is selected to use the image forming 
conditions defined in the automatic image forming mode 
setting section. 

2. The image forming apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein the controller causes said image forming apparatus 
to perform image forming operation without prescanning the 
original image when the user has selected the monochrome 
image processing operation through the selector, and the 
controller causes said image forming apparatus to perform 
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the image forming operation after prescanning the original 
image when the user has selected the multi-color image 
processing operation through the selector. 

3. The image forming apparatus according to claim 2, 
the selector including: 

a first selector portion for selecting the monochrome 
image processing operation; and 

a second selector portion for selecting the multi- 
color image processing operation; 

wherein the first and second selector portions serve 
also as image processing starting devices for initiating 
the image forming operation. 

4. The image forming apparatus according to claim 2, 
wherein the controller causes said image forming apparatus 
to perform the image forming operation using predefined 
monochrome image processing parameters when the user has 
selected the monochrome image processing operation through 
the selector. 

5. The image forming apparatus according to claim 4 
further comprising: 

a parameter setting section which enables the 
controller to select the monochrome image processing 
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parameters to be set for performing the image forming 
operation from multiple sets of predefined image processing 
parameters . 

6 . The image forming apparatus according to claim 2 , 
the controller including: 

a region discriminating section for separating image 
data obtained by prescanning the original image into 
multiple image regions having different attributes 
representing types of images such as text, halftone dot and 
background; 

wherein the controller selects image processing 
parameters from multiple sets of predefined image 
processing parameters based on image quantity values of the 
individual image regions in which the prescanned image data 
has been separated by the region discriminating section 
when the user has selected the multi-color image processing 
operation through the selector, and the controller causes 
said image forming apparatus to perform the image forming 
operation using the selected image processing parameters. 

7 . The image forming apparatus according to claim 1 
further comprising: 

a platen glass; and 

an image scanner for obtaining the image data by 
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scanning the original image placed on the platen glass. 
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